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Language change often involves frequent collocations (e.g. Torres-Cacoullos & Walker,
2009), highlighting the importance of prefabricated fragments (Hopper, 1987; Bybee,
2006) and co-occurrence patterns (Haiman, 1994; Bybee, 2001) to the evolution of
grammar. Quantitative research typically treats such phenomena as outside the variable
system or co-variants with favoured contextual patterns (e.g. Ellegérd, 1953) with a
constant rate by context (e.g. Kroch, 1989) rather than bursts of acceleration (Budts &
Petré, 2020). Discrepancies across studies may be due to varying methodologies (e.g. Budts
& Petré, 2020; Fonteyn, 2020; Levshina & Helen, 2020). However, few studies consider
socially stratified speech despite Warner’s (2005) study of do demonstrating perturbations
in the advancement of change were due to register or stylistic effects rather than systemic
reanalysis.

This study explores how collocations are intertwined with social categories and regional
diffusion. The data are spoken North American English from individuals born from the late
1800’s to the early 2001’s: 1) discourse-pragmatic wait and its alternates, wait a minute,
hold on etc; and 2) general extenders, such as etcetera, and stuff like that, and stuff etc.
What part do collocations play in these variable systems and how do linguistic and social
factors contribute to their use?

In grammatical change universal processes can be invoked such as phonetic
reduction/morphological clipping or semantic shift as the original form expands its
functional domain. One prediction is that longer constructions will develop into shorter
ones. Another is that both short and long forms exist in relative stasis, are contoured by
social or regional dimensions (e.g. Tagliamonte, 2016) and proceed according to principles
of linguistic change (Labov, 2001). Explanation requires assessing statistical significance
of multiple variables while taking into account individuals. The contribution of
sociolinguistic corpora and statistical modelling offers insights that can be used to
understand how changes involving collocations evolve.



References:

Budts, S. & Petré, P. (2020). Putting connections centre stage in diachronic Construction
Grammar. In Sommerer, L. & Smirnova, E. (Eds.), Nodes and networks in
diachronic construction grammar. Amsterdam and New York: John Benjamins.
317-351.

Bybee, J. (2001). Frequency and the emergence of linguistic structure. Amsterdam: John
Benjamins.

Bybee, J. (2006). From usage to grammar: The mind's response to repetition. Language
82(2): 529-551.

Ellegard, A. (1953). The auxiliary do: the establishment and regulation of its use in
English. Stockholm: Almqvist and Wikwell.

Fonteyn, L. (2020). What about grammar? Using BERT embeddings to explor functional-
semantic shifts of semi-lexical and grammatical constructions. CHR 2020:
Workshop on Computational Humanities Research, November 18-20, 2020.
Amsterdam, Netherlands.

Haiman, J. (1994). Ritualization and the development of language. In Pagliuca, W. (Ed.),
Ritualization and the Development of Language. Perspectives on
grammaticalization: Amsterdam and Philadelphia. 3-28.

Hopper, P.J. (1987). Emergent grammar. In Aske, J., Beery, N., Michaelis, L. & Filp, H.
(Eds.), Emergent Grammar. Berkeley Linguistics Society: Berkeley. 139-157.

Kroch, A. S. (1989). Reflexes of grammar in patterns of language change. Language
Variation and Change 1(3): 199-244.

Labov, W. (2001). Principles of linguistic change: Volume 2: Social factors. Malden and
Oxford: Blackwell Publishers.

Levshina, N. & Helen, K. (2020). A radically data-driven construction grammar:
Experiemnts with Dutch causative constructions. In Leuven, U.0.J. U. 0. M. a. t.
U. o. (Ed.), RU Quantitative Lexicology and Variational Linguistics.

Tagliamonte, S. A. (2016). Antecedents of innovation: Exploring general extenders in
conservative dialects. In Pichler, H. (Ed.), Discourse-pragmatic variation and
change in English: New methods and insights. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press. 115-138.

Torres-Cacoullos, R. & Walker, J. A. (2009). On the persistence of grammar in discourse
formulas: a variaionist study of that. Linguistics 47(1): 1-43.

Warner, A. (2005). Why do dove: Evidenced for register variation in Early Modern
English negatives. Language Variation and Change 17: 257-280.



