
Co-occurrence of modal markers in a
Latin corpus: from texts to networks

This proposal stems from my PhD project, which focuses on the co-occurrence of modal
markers in Latin. Modal markers are linguistic expressions of necessity, possibility and
volition. I am specifically interested in studying the syntactic and semantic implications of
their co-occurrence in the same syntactic context, as in (1):

(1) You can go to the cinema, but you have to finish your homework first.

In order to perform a structural and quantitative study of this understudied phenomenon, I
applied network analysis to a Classical Latin corpus. The networks were built based on a list
of 40 lexical Latin modal markers. The nodes are represented by the lemmas of the modal
markers in co-occurrence in the corpus. An edge is established if the two modal markers
co-occur at least once in the corpus. The weight of an edge is determined by the frequency
of co-occurrence. The networks are directed. The direction of the edge is based on the order
in which the two modal markers appear in the sentence.

In this poster, I will first showcase the workflow of my project. I will outline the creation of the
syntactically annotated corpus, describing: the type of texts included in the corpus; the
sources and digital formats with which I have worked; the tools that I used to clean and
annotate the texts; the results of the text processing. I will also present the networks that I
obtained from my corpus, illustrating the method and describing them by using the metrics
that are relevant to my study.

Secondly, I will discuss my results, highlighting the added value of network analysis to this
type of research. Based on the properties of the networks, I will be able to delineate the
possible pathways of investigation for a further closer analysis of the cases of
co-occurrence.
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